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Assessment to identify legal or customary use rights, existing 

within the estates, of plantation workers and villagers who live 

adjacent to our estates 

 

1. Introduction  

A questionnaire survey was conducted to identify the legal or customary use rights, existing 

within the estates, of plantation workers and villagers who live adjacent to our estates. 

 

The assessment was carried out in four plantation Groups and adjacent villages. Collectively 

about 3000 residence and non residence employees are working in four groups. All the 

plantation groups are surrounded by villages.  

 

2. Objective of the survey 

 

1. Finding out the customary use rights of the plantation workers and the villagers who 

live adjacent to the estates 

2. Finding out the use rights of the plantation workers and neighboring community that 

are negatively affected by the estates Management of the company.  

 

3. Methodology of the survey 

 

The survey was based on a questionnaire printed in Sinhalese language.  

 

The survey was conducted Group wise. Both workers and villagers from each Group were 

interviewed randomly. The questionnaire was explained to the interviewee by interviewer 

since majority of estate workers had a low literacy level.  

 

Results were analyzed statistically. 

 

Category      Number of people interviewed 

Estate workers      : 94 

Neighboring villagers     : 102 
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4. Evaluation of the results  

 

a. Sex 

Sex Male Female 

Mahaoya  26 16 

Pitiakande 48 24 

Sapumalkande 29 9 

Udabage 22 22 

Total  125 71 

 

  

The sample population represents both males and females. 
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b. Age group 

Age Groups Results Proportion % 

14 - 20 1 1 % 

21 - 30 22 11 % 

31 - 40 38 19 % 

41 - 50 73 37 % 

51 < 62 32 % 

Total participants 134 100% 

 

 

 

The results indicate that people from different age groups have been incorporated in the 

survey.  
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c. Question No 1, 

Do you collect dry firewood required for your day today activities form the plantations/ 

forests belonging to the plantation Group?  

Results  

Group Yes (i) No ( ii) 

Mahaoya  37 5 

Pitiakande 11 61 

Sapumalkande 25 13 

Udabage 37 7 

Total 110 86 

% 56 % 44 % 

 

 

Results indicate that people of all plantation Groups collect firewood from plantations/ forests 

belonging to estates. Except Pitiakande Group a higher proportion the interviewed’ people of 

all other three Groups collects firewood form the estates.  
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d. Question No 2, 

Do you use water from wells of the estate or streams drawn through the estates? 

Results  

Group Yes (i) No ( ii) 

Mahaoya  36 6 

Pitiakande 67 5 

Sapumalkande 32 6 

Udabage 40 4 

Total 175 21 

Percentage % 89% 11% 

 

 

 

 

Results for the choice ‘Yes’ is significantly higher than the result for choice ‘No’. Therefore, 

we can conclude that comparatively very higher proportion of interviewed people use water 

sources in the Estates for their requirements. 
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e. Question No 3, 

Do you use the roads of the estate for you private transport purposes? 

Group Yes (i) No ( ii) 

Mahaoya  38 4 

Pitiakande 72 0 

Sapumalkande 37 1 

Udabage 44 0 

Total 191 5 

 

97% 3% 

 

 

Almost 100% of the interviewed people use the roads network of the Estates for their day 

today purposes.  
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f. Question No 4, 

Are you allowed to visit the culturally important places such as temples and kovils located in 

the estates?  

Results  

Group Yes (i) No ( ii) 

Mahaoya  42 0 

Pitiakande 72 0 

Sapumalkande 38 0 

Udabage 43 1 

Total 195 1 

 

99% 1% 

 

 

 

According to the results it is very clear that people can visit culturally important places since 

100% of the interviewed people have given the answer ‘yes’. 
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g. Question No 5, 

Are you allowed to use the burial grounds located in the estates.  

Results  

Group Yes (i) No ( ii) 

Mahaoya  23 19 

Pitiakande 62 10 

Sapumalkande 31 7 

Udabage 29 15 

Total 145 51 

 

74% 26% 

 

 

 

Here, 76% of the people have given the answer ‘Yes’. According to the results, a larger 

proportion of the interviewed people use the burial grounds located in the Estates premises. 

Most of the villages have burial Grounds in their villagers and they usually do not use 

Estates’ burial grounds.  
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h. Question No 6, 

Are you provided with any other service that is useful for your routine life? 

Group Yes (i) No ( ii) 

Mahaoya  17 25 

Pitiakande 66 6 

Sapumalkande 24 12 

Udabage 13 31 

Total 120 74 

 

61% 38% 

 

 

 

Both ‘Yes’ and ‘No’ answers have been given by the interviewed people. People who has 

said ‘Yes’ indicates that there are other services than the services mentioned in first six 

questions. The following services have been mentioned by the interviewed people  as the 

extra services provided by the estates.  

1. Providing monetary donations to the culturally important places (e. g. Temples and 

Kovils) 

2. Providing donations for schools  

3. Provision of the estate vehicles to villagers for their urgencies 

4. Providing sanitation facilities to the workers 

5. Providing nutritious food for feeding mothers and their children 

6. Providing medical facilities  

7. Helping villagers in social activities by providing monetary and material donations 

such as water, paints and coconut. 
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i. Question No 7, 

Are there any negative influences from the estate management for your routine activities 

which are undertaken according to the rules and regulations of the country?  

Group Yes (i) No ( ii) 

Mahaoya  0 42 

Pitiakande 0 72 

Sapumalkande 0 37 

Udabage 0 44 

Total 0 195 

 

0% 100% 

 

 

By looking at the results it can be clearly concluded that there is no negative influence of the 

estate management on the routine activities of the estate workers and villagers.   
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5. Conclusion 

 

Both workers and villagers of different age groups have been interviewed to identify the legal 

or customary use rights existing within the plantations. According to the survey a conclusion 

can be given that those workers and villagers of the estates have following such rights.  

 

1. People can collect firewood from the plantations/ forests belonging to the estates that 

are required for their routine life.  

2. People can use wells and streams for their water requirements 

3. People can use the roads of the estate for their private transport purposes 

4. People are allowed to visit culturally important places located in the estates. 

5. People can use the burial grounds located in the estates 

Results of the question number 7 strongly denote that there is no negative influence from the 

estate management on the routine life of the workers and villagers.  

 

In addition estate workers d villagers are provided with following facilities for their day today 

life.  

 

1. Providing monetary donations to the culturally important places (e. g. Temples and 

Kovils) 

2. Providing donations for schools  

3. Provision of the estate vehicles to villagers for their urgencies 

4. Providing sanitation facilities to the workers 

5. Providing nutritious food for feeding mothers and their children 

6. Providing medical facilities  

7. Helping villagers in social activities by providing monetary and material donations 

such as water, paints and coconut 
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Annex 1 
j;=hdfha ku'''''''''''''''''''''''''''' 

 
,,dka rn¾ jeú,s iud.u 

j;=hdh ;=, yd j;=hdh wjg ýj;ajk m%cdjf.a tosfkod lghq;= j,oS  
j;=hdfhka ,efnk iyfhda.h we.hSu 

 
1& ku
 ''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' ''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''  
11& ,smskh
 ''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' '''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' 

^Tnf.a ku fyda ,smskh i|yka lsÍug wlue;skï tu fldgia ysiaj ;nkak'& 
111& .%dufiajd jiu
 '''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' ''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' 
1V& ia;S% mqreI Ndjh
 ''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' 
V& jhia mka;sh ^Tnf.a ksjeros jhia mka;shg ysñ wxlh rjqï lrkak' 

a) 14 + 20 b) 20 – 30 c) 30-40 d) 40-50 e) 50 g jeä 

^Tnf.a ku fyda ,smskh i|yka lsÍug wlue;skï tu fldgia ysiaj ;nkak& 
Wmfoia(- 
ish¿u m%Yakj,g bosßfhka oS we;s ms<s;=re j,ska jvd;au ksjeroshehs Tng yefÕk 
ms<s;=rg ysñ wxlh jgd rjqula w|skak' ’i|yka lrkak¶ hkqfjka wjika lrwe;s 
m%Yakj,g my,ska ,nd oS we;s bv ;=, Tfí ms<s;=r i|yka lrkak' 
1& Tn tosfkod lghq;=j,oS wjYHjk úh,s or j;=hdhg wh;a N+ñfha we;s jkdka;r 
$  le,Ej,ska tl;=lr .kakjdo@ 
 i& Tõ  ii& ke; 
2& j;=hdfha ,sxj, we;s c,h fyda j;=hdh yryd .,dhk we,fod, j, c,h Tnf.a 
 tosfkod lghq;= i|yd Ndú;d lrkjdo@ 
 i& Tõ  ii& ke; 
3& Tnf.a .uka$m%jdyk wjYH;d i|yd j;=hdh yryd jeà we;s uxudj;a Ndú;d 
 lrkjdo@ 
 i& Tõ  ii& ke; 
4& j;=hdhg wh;a N+ñfha msysgd we;s mkai,a$fldaú,a jeks ixialD;suh jákdlulska 
hq;=  ia:dkj,g hdug Tng wjir ;sfnkjdo@ 
 i& Tõ  ii& ke; 
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5& j;=hdhg wh;a N+ñfha msysgd we;s iqidkN+ñ Ndú;d lsÍug Tng wjir ;sfnkjdo@ 
 i& Tõ  ii& ke; 
6& by;ska i|yka lrk,o tosfkod lghq;=j,oS j;=hdfhka Tng ,efnka fiajdj,g 
 wu;r fiajdj j;=hdfhka Tng ,efnkjdo@ 
 i& Tõ  ii& ke; 
 Tnf.a fiajdj Tõ kï tjeks wu;r fiajdjka my;ska i|yka lrkak' 
 ''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''
'''''''
 ''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' '''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''
''''''' 
7& Tnf.a tosfkod jevlghq;= kS;Hdkql+,j lrf.k hdug fkdyelsjk wdldrfha 
n,mEï  j;=hdh u.ska t,a, fjkjdo@ 
 i& Tõ  ii& ke; 
 Tnf.a ms<s;=r ’Tõ¶ kï tjeks n,mEï my;ska i|yka lrkak' 
 '''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' ''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''
'''''''
 ''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''
''''''' 
 
uúiska by;ska i|yka lrk ,o lreKq udf.a oekqu wkqj i;H yd ksjeros nj;a iy;sl 
lrñ' 
 
'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''    ''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' 
oskh      w;aik 
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Annex 2 

Name of the Group………….. 

 

Lalan Rubbers (Pvt) Ltd. 

 

Assessment to identify legal or customary use rights, existing within the 

estates, of plantation workers and villagers who live adjacent to our estates 
 

I. Name 

II. Address 

(If you are not willing to mention your name and the address you may avoid answering previous 

two questions) 

III. Grama Niladhari Division (smallest governmental administrative Division) 

IV. Gender 

V. Age Group 

b) 14 + 20 b) 20 – 30 c) 30-40 d) 40-50 e) 50 < 

Guidelines:- 

Please circle number of the most suitable answer of each question. When you have been 

asked to indicate the answer kindly use the space provided below such questions to write 

your answer. 

1) Do you collect dry firewood required for your day today activities form the plantations/ forests 

belonging to the plantation Group?  

(i) Yes      (ii) No 

2) Do you use water from wells of the estate or streams drawn through the estates? 

(i) Yes      (ii) No 

3) Do you use the roads of the estate for you private transport purposes? 

(i) Yes      (ii) No 

4) Are you allowed to visit the culturally important places such as temples and kovils located in the 

estates?  

(i) Yes      (ii) No 

5) Are you allowed to use the burial grounds located in the estates.  

(i) Yes      (ii) No 
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6) Do you have any legal or customary use rights other than the use rights mentioned in above 

questions? 

(i) Yes      (ii) No 

If your answer is ‘Yes’ please indicate such use rights in the space provide below 

7) Are there any negative influences from the estate management for your routine activities which 

are undertaken according to the rules and regulations of the country? 

(i) Yes      (ii) No 

If your answer is ‘Yes’ please indicate such use rights in the space provide below 

 

I hereby confirm the aforementioned facts are correct according to my knowledge. 

 

……………………       ………………………. 

Date         Signature 


