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Assessment to identify legal or customary use rights, existing
within the estates, of plantation workers and villagers who live
adjacent to our estates

1. Introduction

A questionnaire survey was conducted to identify the legal or customary use rights, existing
within the estates, of plantation workers and villagers who live adjacent to our estates.

The assessment was carried out in four plantation Groups and adjacent villages. Collectively

about 3000 residence and non residence employees are working in four groups. All the
plantation groups are surrounded by villages.

2. Objective of the survey

1. Finding out the customary use rights of the plantation workers and the villagers who
live adjacent to the estates

2. Finding out the use rights of the plantation workers and neighboring community that
are negatively affected by the estates Management of the company.

3. Methodology of the survey

The survey was based on a questionnaire printed in Sinhalese language.
The survey was conducted Group wise. Both workers and villagers from each Group were
interviewed randomly. The questionnaire was explained to the interviewee by interviewer

since majority of estate workers had a low literacy level.

Results were analyzed statistically.

Category Number of people interviewed
Estate workers : 94
Neighboring villagers : 102



4. Evaluation of the results

a. Sex
Sex Male Female

Mahaoya 26 16
Pitiakande 48 24

Sapumalkande 29 9
Udabage 22 22
Total 125 71

GENDER OF THE SURVEY
POPULATION
M Male " Female

26
16
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24
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The sample population represents both males and females.




b. Age group

Age Groups Results Proportion %
14 -20 1 1%
21-30 22 11 %
31-40 38 19 %
41-50 73 37 %

51< 62 32%
Total participants 134 100%
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The results indicate that people from different age groups have been incorporated in the

survey.



C. Question No 1,

Do you collect dry firewood required for your day today activities form the plantations/
forests belonging to the plantation Group?

Results

Group Yes (1) No (i)
Mahaoya 37 5
Pitiakande 11 61
Sapumalkande 25 13
Udabage 37 7
Total 110 86
% 56 % 44 %

Collecting firewood from the estates
Eves (i) ENo (ii)

61

Mahaoya Ptiakande Sapumalkande Udabage

Results indicate that people of all plantation Groups collect firewood from plantations/ forests
belonging to estates. Except Pitiakande Group a higher proportion the interviewed’ people of
all other three Groups collects firewood form the estates.




d. Question No 2,

Do you use water from wells of the estate or streams drawn through the estates?

Results
Group Yes (1) No (i)

Mahaoya 36 6
Pitiakande 67 5
Sapumalkande 32 6
Udabage 40 4
Total 175 21
Percentage % 89% 11%

Water consumption from the estates'
water sources

Elves (i) ENo (ii)

Mahaoya Ptiakande Sapumalkande Udabage

Results for the choice ‘Yes’ is significantly higher than the result for choice ‘No’. Therefore,
we can conclude that comparatively very higher proportion of interviewed people use water
sources in the Estates for their requirements.




€. Question No 3,

Do you use the roads of the estate for you private transport purposes?

Group Yes (i) No (i)
Mahaoya 38 4
Pitiakande 72 0
Sapumalkande 37 1
Udabage 44 0
Total 191 5
97% 3%

Use of estate roads by the estate
workers and villagers
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Almost 100% of the interviewed people use the roads network of the Estates for their day
today purposes.
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f. Question No 4,

Are you allowed to visit the culturally important places such as temples and kovils located in
the estates?

Results
Group Yes (1) No (i)

Mahaoya 42 0

Pitiakande 72 0

Sapumalkande 38 0

Udabage 43 1

Total 195 1
99% 1%

Permission to visit cultural places in
the estates

Eves (i) ENo (ii)

43
42 38
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Mahaoya Ptiakande Sapumalkande Udabage

According to the results it is very clear that people can visit culturally important places since
100% of the interviewed people have given the answer ‘yes’.




g. Question No 5,

Are you allowed to use the burial grounds located in the estates.

Results
Group Yes (i) No (1)
Mahaoya 23 19
Pitiakande 62 10
Sapumalkande 31 7
Udabage 29 15
Total 145 51
74% 26%
Permission to use the burial grounds
70
60
50
40
H Yes (i)
30 i No ( ii)
20 |
10
0
Mahaoya Ptiakande Sapumalkande Udabage

Here, 76% of the people have given the answer ‘Yes’. According to the results, a larger
proportion of the interviewed people use the burial grounds located in the Estates premises.
Most of the villages have burial Grounds in their villagers and they usually do not use

Estates’ burial grounds.
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h. Question No 6,

Are you provided with any other service that is useful for your routine life?

Group Yes (i) No (i)
Mahaoya 17 25
Pitiakande 66 6
Sapumalkande 24 12
Udabage 13 31
Total 120 74
61% 38%

EvYes (i)

ENo (ii)

Mahaoya Ptiakande Sapumalkande Udabage

Both ‘Yes’ and ‘No’ answers have been given by the interviewed people. People who has
said ‘Yes’ indicates that there are other services than the services mentioned in first six
questions. The following services have been mentioned by the interviewed people as the
extra services provided by the estates.

1. Providing monetary donations to the culturally important places (e. g. Temples and
Kovils)

Providing donations for schools

Provision of the estate vehicles to villagers for their urgencies

Providing sanitation facilities to the workers

Providing nutritious food for feeding mothers and their children

Providing medical facilities

Helping villagers in social activities by providing monetary and material donations

N A WD

such as water, paints and coconut.
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i. Question No 7,

Are there any negative influences from the estate management for your routine activities
which are undertaken according to the rules and regulations of the country?

Group Yes (i) No (i)
Mahaoya 0 42
Pitiakande 0 72
Sapumalkande 0 37
Udabage 0 44
Total 0 195
0% 100%
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By looking at the results it can be clearly concluded that there is no negative influence of the

estate management on the routine activities of the estate workers and villagers.
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5. Conclusion

Both workers and villagers of different age groups have been interviewed to identify the legal
or customary use rights existing within the plantations. According to the survey a conclusion
can be given that those workers and villagers of the estates have following such rights.

1.

Nk

People can collect firewood from the plantations/ forests belonging to the estates that
are required for their routine life.

People can use wells and streams for their water requirements

People can use the roads of the estate for their private transport purposes

People are allowed to visit culturally important places located in the estates.

People can use the burial grounds located in the estates

Results of the question number 7 strongly denote that there is no negative influence from the
estate management on the routine life of the workers and villagers.

In addition estate workers d villagers are provided with following facilities for their day today

life.

NSk wDd

Providing monetary donations to the culturally important places (e. g. Temples and
Kovils)

Providing donations for schools

Provision of the estate vehicles to villagers for their urgencies

Providing sanitation facilities to the workers

Providing nutritious food for feeding mothers and their children

Providing medical facilities

Helping villagers in social activities by providing monetary and material donations
such as water, paints and coconut
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Annex 1
Oned a®

CES 0L PR OO
ORI PR @ ORI OO 8OO EHDeE OTEeme) DOWH OEE,
OREICHS Qe ®CRIDD HIODO

1] o®

11) CBaw

(AR »H® e BB» oems HIVD GIHHE O eMOS HEO HAS.)
111) @®eee) dn®

1V) 68 gdie =o0n

V) OwE eSB0 (AR HOIOE DrE SSHWO HP o O WOS.
a) 14+20 b)20-30  ¢)30-40 d) 40-50 €) 500 od

(PReE »® o)) RBa0 oems HORD GAHHE O eMOS HLBO HAS®)
COG6ELS:-
BEO® £ENORD @Elens € &5 SENOL ORS DB SHOIOEWIR RO &HLeeHS
BENOD B gom O) O GESM. “‘@e®ms WOSH” KNEDS GOBS WOED
SENORD RS @) € i 98 HR Ded BEHO LEHS DOSM.
1) R OEeme) DORNOERE GOLSO® TR €0 ODNWHD O HBEW & DaSHO
/ DRIOCS OO OHO)E?
i) ®8 ii) &ND)
2) OWEE BOR &GLd SEM 6] DP®IKL HOM) OERIOD HIREL)R DR SEX AR
OEemE) DOWH OEH) MOM DONDE,?

i) ®8 i) &ND)
3) ARV ®IS DI OO OCH) DPHID HO®) O IS DO ®IOD)
DOSHOE,?
i) ®8 ii) &ND)
4) ORNOWO O HBeE B85 gif esieC/ewidEd Ot otimatdn OIMDRDSS
@m SO9OED WD VD ONO HeRMOE?
1) ®8 i) &ND)
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5) OWWO §OD 5BeE B85 I8 QNS MO HOPD AVD OO BHeHO)E,?
1) @8 i) &SNB)

6) 058 HEeHS DONEE, OEME) DWONNOEE DPWIEHS DD EIERS eLSOED
R0 6EDIE DH@ERS VD IERIDE?
i) ®8 ii) [214e)
ReE 685D RS HP OOSH GIMO LS BN BEHS WOSM.

7) AReE OCemE) DNDOWD SHIBYNED DOCH® RO eMHIDOD OGS
Reed OWIK 988 O3 cOmD)E,?
1) @8 i) &NB)

R BENO VD" 2B OIS RIS CHBHS EeHS WOSS.

P08 9uds eems WO e DOF D@ IR D 6B &) SHOIOE VO BN
DOS.

Eow o)
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Annex 2

Name of the Group..............

Lalan Rubbers (Pvt) Ltd.

Assessment to identify legal or customary use rights, existing within the
estates, of plantation workers and villagers who live adjacent to our estates

I. Name
II. Address
(If you are not willing to mention your name and the address you may avoid answering previous
two questions)
III. Grama Niladhari Division (smallest governmental administrative Division)
IV. Gender
V. Age Group

b) 14+20 b)20-30 c) 30-40 d) 40-50 €)50<
Guidelines:-

Please circle number of the most suitable answer of each question. When you have been
asked to indicate the answer kindly use the space provided below such questions to write
your answer.

1) Do you collect dry firewood required for your day today activities form the plantations/ forests
belonging to the plantation Group?

(1) Yes (i1) No
2) Do you use water from wells of the estate or streams drawn through the estates?
(1) Yes (i1) No

3) Do you use the roads of the estate for you private transport purposes?

(1) Yes (i1) No

4) Are you allowed to visit the culturally important places such as temples and kovils located in the
estates?

(1) Yes (i1) No

5) Are you allowed to use the burial grounds located in the estates.

(i) Yes (i) No
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6) Do you have any legal or customary use rights other than the use rights mentioned in above
questions?

(1) Yes (i1) No
If your answer is ‘Yes’ please indicate such use rights in the space provide below

7) Are there any negative influences from the estate management for your routine activities which
are undertaken according to the rules and regulations of the country?

(1) Yes (i1) No

If your answer is ‘Yes’ please indicate such use rights in the space provide below

I hereby confirm the aforementioned facts are correct according to my knowledge.

Date Signature
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